that Both the Affaulters, and Defenders, of Mixiftry, 

 Obftinate Partiality of fome have ciftinguifh’d themfelves, to a Degree of Afto- 

of weak Dotards, who, when once they are grown nifhment, by the Improvements they had the Dex- 
old, Them/elves, can relifh nothing, but 4xtiquity. _ terity to make, in fo Elegant an Art; for Adorn- 
“* I AM not defirous of Beating the Golden Senfe ment, and Support, of their Arguments. z 
“i of my Author, into Leafine/s ; or drawing out its To what coud it have been owing, if not to 
f Wyre into Lengths too thready. — I might, elfe, the Art I have recommended, that fome of thefe 
> from the well known Averfion of this Writer to  keen-fcented Hunt/men, have lately ftarted Popery, 
T the Religion, and Interefts, of Rome, take Occafion and, Murder, out of the fame beaten Bu/h, wherein 
to hint at a cover’d, and political, Senfe, in the Ufe Charity, and Health, had been fallen upon, a few 
_ of the Word Kzit, as applied in the Verfe before Weeks before, by an Eminent Pi//er of Our Law ? 
> lis: Wherein (tho’ tacite/y, and without the Glare — My righteous Spirit rifes, againft this Wicked 
% of Profeffion) This Advice, of a Watchful Patriot, Warp, and his PruL, ever fince Thefe ingeni- 
. is allufively pointed to, by its fo immediately fuc- ous Decypherers have made it fo furprizingly ro 
x céeding, to his Caveat againft PAPISHES,—~That bable, that ztimony has been tranfmuted into 
~ All SHE Lovers of the Proteftant Intereft, fhowd+ Porery; and that Pandora is come over, Ambaf- 
knit themfelves together, in Sifterly Love, againft fadrefs, from the old Lady of Babylon, and has 

the Encroachments of Popery ; becaufe it has a brought a Box, and a Bottle, along with her; to 

Violent Tendency toward Unravelling, as well Them- poifon us, in Behalf of French Politicks, and purge 
selves, as their Country. off thofe OssTtiNATE Humours, which are the 

Bur it were endie/s to diverfify the Lights, in Support of the Proteftant Succeffion. | 

which this brief, but beautiful, Inftruction, might y Comfort, againft a// Roman Politicks (I ex- 

1a be differently confider’d: So, 1 content myfelf to cept the Encouragement of Italian Opera) is the 
en- explain it, in its cleareft, and sof? obvious, Purpofe, Dependence I have, on the Logick, and Loyalty, 
yd- — and that is, in the Recommendation of a Cer- of fome faft Friends to their Country, on both 
-| tain adventurous Connexion, or knitting together, (as Sides ; who will-not fail to detect, and expofe, 
idi- in the very Line, that conveys the Leffon) two whatever Emiffaries can be fent over, on fuch 
_ Ideas, at firft Sight, wot fimilar ; inorderto enforce provoking, and infidious, Errands, as to work off the 
hat one Purpofe. 3 Strength of our Couftitution, at all her Emun@ories. 
att Ir wou'd have pleas’d me, had I been able to — Let me, however, beg Pardon, for humbly 
y at affert, that the Propagation of this admirable Art, offering fo unneceflary a Mite as my Own, for 
ncs of Compelling Refemblances, was originally owing, to Difcovery of a CouNTERPO! SON, which came 
-efs, this humorowds, and well knit, Precept, and Ex- over, providentially, mix'd up with the Pill, by a 
omge ample, of our Auchor : But, to confefs an undeni- Galenical Angel, in our Intereft, an Enemy to all 
he able Truth, There has, a/ways, appear'd among us, Chymic Corroders, who wou'd mortify, the Bowels 
the a kind of Natural Sagacity, from Times immemo-_ of a Country. — Now, this undreamt of Correc 
rial, to hitch-ix Oppofitions, and reconcile em, to ° tive lies, conceal’d, in the very Words, WARD’s 

our various Occafions : And I fhall never be able P1Lt; and, as I faid but now, was brought over 

to {peak without Reverence, of That Invincible with it, uwknown to the Bearer : Pray, mark the 

Logician, of Kext, whofe Happy Talent, this way, cabaliftical Importance of the Letters! — [WwW] 

has tranfinitted to our Days, a Proverb, fo illuftra- watch—~[A]— and —[R]—refift —[D] — dear 

— tive of the Doétrine before us, as Tenterden-Steeple — [S| — Sous of BRITAIN fk ere, if any Body 
is the Canfe of Goodwin-Sands! — “ When I was objects that I make bold with a B, that is not among 

WwW: € 4 School-boy, {faid this, True-born Englifh, Dif- the Reft of the Letters, let him know himfelf to be 
a “¢ cerner,) [remember very well, — that Tenterden miftaken; for, It was Lying ready, at the Bottom of 





Nome. XIL 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued TurEspays and FRIDAYS, 





Beware of PapisHES, — and learn to Knit. 


Popes, What d’ye call it. 





FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20. 1734. 





em FIAVE horrowd the Motto to 
sy this Paper, from a Claffick, of 
© the Lateft Edition ; becaufe I 
propofe to draw from it an Ex- 
ample, in Favour of the Ufeful- 
nefs and Significance. of our 
F Modern Writers; againft the 


“ Church, had vo Steeple ; and, at That very Time, 
< T remember too, that there was zo {uch Place as 
“ Goodwin-Sands : —~ Yet, it comes into my Mind, 
“ as clearly as if I faw it but Yefterday, that, as 
“ foon, as | came back, from the Univerfity, the 
“ Steeple was jult finifh’d ; and, Thofe Sands, were 
“ talk’d of, by Every-body : — THEREFORE, it 
“ muft be mauifeft, to all thinking Men, that Tex- 
“ terden-Steeple, is the Cause of Goodwin-Sands. 


Countrymen, of - paft Ages, to the Skill of Incors 
porating Repugnancies ; But I dare not carry it fo 
far, as to compare the Dawz of fuch faint Lumi- 
naries, to the diffufive Sun-fhine of our Modern 
Reafoners! And indeed, I reckon it, among the 
Bett Benefits arifing from our, Political Contentions, 


my Paper] — [P] — Popery —— [ 1] im if om 
cL L | — let Loft pe ee. try 

So far, All is right: The Antidote, will; at 
leait, be found as ftrong as the Poifon. But fuch is 
the Frailty of our Natures, that the Nobleft Arts 


are liable to be.applied to the moft ridiculous Uleqa7tO3-. 


—— Hence, by too violent a STRAIN, upon thi 
Knack of Conneding Contraries, Things are, fom 









times, Carried fo far, that Men affociate Oppofitio 
with a View to divide Refemblances. — This is m 
nifeit, very clearly, in a moft ridiculoufly miftak 
Attack, that was made, upon me, by a Paper, 






I, wHo am for Robbing No-body of the Ap- 
plaufe that is Due to his Merit, have therefore com- 
memorated this Claim of one of our ingenious 








feffing, as I do, the Love of Truth, Reafon, and 
Liberty. — { find, the Spirit of Politicks, like the 
Spirit of Wine, is a Cordial, in a moderate Dram ; 
yet, when it gets, too copioufly, into the Brain, It 
is apt to inflame the Underitanding ; and make 
Honeft Folks (ee Double ; rill, miitaking their Sha- 
dows, for Enemies, they kuock one another Down, 


in ‘their Error, and fail afleep, in the Triumph ot - 


Victory. 
J wave have heard of a Facobite Gunfmith, 
who was fo indifirete, in his Loya/ty, that He 
arted Beds from His Wite, becaufe her Father's 
sea was Wr LLIAM, and fhé wou’d not confets, 
before Company, that W, was a /caudalous Letter. 
— The Inftance is a little Extravagant, but may 
be match’d, in all'Times of Divifion ; when the only 
way, for an Indolent Newutralift, to be fafe, be- 
tween Oppofite Parties, is to laugh at Extremes, on 
both Sides; but hold 29 Converfation, with Either. 
W HEN the Civil War, was breaking out, about 
the Middle of laft Century, there liv’d a memorable 
Small-coal Man, in Kent-/treet, near the Borough of 
Southwark; who had loft moft of his Cuftomers, 
by Endeavouring to be Civil to All. — The Good 
omen, on the King’s Side, would buy no Smaill- 
coal, of a Rogue, that convers’d with the Round 
Heads: And the Parliament Good Houfewives, 
withdrew their Penny a Week, from an uzgodly 
Incendiary, that fold Fire, to the Royfters. — What 
fhou’d a poor Devil do, under this terrible Dilem- 
ma? — He took it wifely into his Head, to turz 
Tdeot ; and left off his ‘Trade. — He anfwer’d Que- 
ftions, with inarticulate Sounds; and grinn’d Ap- 
probation, alike, to Every Bufier Fool in his Parith. 
— The Confequence fell out to his Wifh. — Both 
Sides took Srupipiry into Protection : The Puri- 
tans, becaufe this Lofs of his Wits was a vitible 
Fudgment, from Heaven : — And the Royalifts, be- 
caufe he ran mad, from too quick a Senfe of the 
Times. So, the fubtle Politician livd, in Plenty, 


and Indolence, upon the Weakne/s of Factious Par~ 


tiality. 

T o apply, for Conclufion, the Ufe of That Art, 
we began with the Praife of, It is the cleareft Cate 
in the World, that the Introducers of Italian Operu, 
had this politic Small-coal Man in their Eye, and 
have fucceeded by his laudable Example. — For, 
when they found, TRaGEpy had too much Mean- 
ing, and COMEDY too much Licence, — that oze 
would fee no melancholy Scenes, becaufe there was 
Sorrow énough at Home, and he came to a Play to 
be MERRY. — And that Azother kept his Family 
from Farces, and Comic Amufements, becaufe they 
were Light, and Indecent, and gave Hints to atten- 
tive Wives, how to cuckold their Husbands, politely : 
Between two fuch oppofite Extremes, in comes 
Ipgor, the Opera ; and profefling No Sen/é at all, 
reconcil’d a pleasd World to its Medium: And, 
with This unoffending Infipid, Men of Quality, of 
all. Diftin@ions, have learn’d to live, as they do 
with their Wives, in a kind of /ull’'d Senfibility ; 
juft awake enough to kuzow, they are together ; 
but too inattentive, to Examine Particulars. 


THE following Letter, I publifh, verbatim, as I 
receiv’'d it; tho’ I am at a Lofs, in my Judgment, 
whether I ought to confider it, as a Rea/, or Ironi- 
cal, Defence of the Caufe it efpoutes. 


To the Author of the Prompter. 


Mr. Prompter, 


« OUR Paper of the 13th Inftant, methinks, 
c is very af/uming, and you feem to be incon- 
“ fiderately hurried into a Slander, which the Peo- 
« ple at prefent, and om ga thofe of Diftinc- 
“ tion, by no means deferve. 

« You attribute the Emptynefs of the Boxes, at 
a late Tragedy, toa want of Tafte amongtft the 


an 


a 


¢ 


“ People of Fa/bion; whereas it proceeded from a 
“ quite oppofite Caule. tt was occation’d by their 
¢ guft Indignation, to think that an Engli/> Theatre, 
« and an Exgii/a Audience, fhou'd be beholding, for 
« a Nizhrs Entertainment, to an indiitcrent Tranifla- 
“ tion, trom no wonderful Frezc’ Original. 

“ TF you, or any other Perfon of Genius, woud 
“ pleafe to produce any thing of real Merit, I make 
“¢ no doubr but you wou'd have Reafon to triumph 
“in a fix Nights Sufpenfion from Grimaces and 
“ Ob/cenity. 

“ [Tv wou'd indeed bean Argument of the Uni- 
“ verfal Depravity of Tafte, and good Judgment, 
“ qwere our Theatres crowded to hear the Patch- 
<¢ work Entertainments of modern Comedies, and 
“ Farces , and tho fome are allur’d thither to divert 
“ themfelves with the graceful Motion of fine 
“ Dancers, and mute Harlequinery, and Pierrotifim, 
“ you muft confefs, that fuch Dub Acton is 
‘¢ more pleafing than noify, lifelefs, Bombaft, and 
«¢ Fuftian. 

“In fhort, you feem as ignorant of the prefent 
«© Age, as if you had liv’d two hundred Years ago: 
« And, fince you acknowledge yourfelf read in 
“ Hiftory, I detire you will inform me, whex good 
<¢ Senfe was more largely diffus'd, than at preféent ? 
¢ For an Inftance of which, I appeal to the Re- 
“ ception Mr. Pope’s Writings, every where meet 
«< with: Nay, I call you to witnefs, whether vour 
“ up-ftart Paper is not cherifh’d, in hopes it may 
ce Deng fomething worthy of the Attention, of 
« People too wife, too well read, and too much 
“ improv'd, to mifpend their Time on every tri- 
“ vial Production. 

“ THe OPERA, you fe¢, is not deferted: And 
« what fo ftrong an Indication of a uatural good 
“< Tafte, as a Relith' for the Charms of Mutfick ? 
« And what fo ftrong an Argument of the Im- 
. propespent of acquired Tafte, as the Difrelith 
“for the Repetition of old Comedies, and anti- 
‘€ quated Tragedies, and new Farces? 


: Yours, 
St. Fames’s Coffee-houfe. 


Ir the Author of this Letter is in Earneft, The 
People of Diftinétion are more oblig’d to him, than 
they ought to have been. — As I have not yet 
read the Tragedy, whofe Tranflator, and whof Au- 
thor, have fo little to thank him for, I will wait 
till I have, before I take upon me the Defezxce of 
it. — But I /wile, to obferve, that it is with a juft 
Indignation we mutt reje& the French Wit ; while 


we may receive the French Folly, with all the Re- : 


JpeG, that is due to their Fafbions. 


I aM glad, He confeffes, that it woud be @:) 


Proof of Univer[al Depravity of Fudzmgnt and Tafte, 
were our Theatres crowded to bear the Patch-work 
of modern Comedies, and Farces: ‘Since It is mani- 
feft to Every-body, that They ARE ALWAYS 


CROWDED, upon (and ’rarely but upon) fuch > 


Important Occalions: — It fhou’d feem, therefore, 
my Corre{pondent is more Iguorant of the Prefent 
Age, than the Prompter. — As to his Queftion, 
WHEN Good Tafte was more LARGELY DIFFUS’D, 
than at prefert, I will anfwer it, foon, to his ful- 
left ‘Satisfaction. — I will confider,. at the fame 
Time, his Appeal, to the Reception of Mr. Pope’s 
Writings, as a Proof of this Good Fafte, in the Pub- 
lick: And, if I can affign no /e/s Reafonable Caufe 
of the Lait, than their JupGMENT, I fhall give 
up my Cexzfure. We have certainly forme Good 
Tafte, in the Nation, but it is too LARGELY DIF- 
Fus’D,fto be found, in fo collefed a Body, as one of 
this Gentleman’s OPER A Audiences ; whole Tafte 
He mifreprefents, when He calls it a Relith for 
the Charms — He thou’d have faid, the TiTit- 
LATIONS, of Mufick. 
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